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IM Idee

THINKING ABOUT

PERTH
ProfessorWalter Murdoch made a cautious
approach the otherday to that elusivething,"the
Australian

way of life,"zoomedaway like the
intellectualflyingsaucerthat he is to discuss

life on this planetas a whole,and then finished

up most adroitlywherehe began.

For one reader,at least,this
brief and

breath-taking
flight

ended with the essayist's

droppinghim rightat the par
ish pump,wherehe was left
pondering whetherPerth can
claim"a way of life"of its
own.

Certainlyon a summer's

morningon the wide pavements

of St.
George's-terrace

there is
something in the air-inthe
unhurried flow of the current

of life,in the feelingof being

By "SINGAPOREAN"

ableto stepin a momentfrom
Big Businessto restful park-
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landsand PerthWater,in the
expressionson the face of
humanity (different,

we like to
-think,from thoseto be seen
in the teemingmetropolitan

citieson the otherside of the
Nullarbor),

in the prettyfrocks
and facesof the girls,and in
many other signs of wholesome

and healthyand happyliving
--inall this,we claim,thereis
something that many a larger

and morefamouscityhas,not
got.

Again,the colourfuland ani-
mated spectacleon our water-

frontof LangleyParkand the
Esplanadeon a Saturdayafter
noonin winter,witha dozen

different gamesgoingon, of
everykindand code,and for
the youthof both sexes,is
characteristic

of Perth at its
best.

Varied Sports
Newcomersfrom overseas,if
not from the EasternStates

are always struckby the great

extentand varietyof amateur

sportin Perth,and
especially

the numberof girls'sporting

and athletic clubs;and they

say, too, that the peopleof

Perth are peculiarly favoured

in the numberof playingfields

and parks that their forbears
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have bequeathedthem through

out the suburbs.

Above all, what the newcomer

from overseas sensesmore than
anythingelsein Perthis its
sunny serenityand peacefulness,

its detachment and remoteness

from those storm centresof
Europeand Asia where men's
thoughts are turningincreas-

inglyto the stark
alternatives

of human
annihilation

or sur-
vivalin the atomicera.

Prospect
Thisis so in

Perth,
andit is

the precious and well nigh uni-
que heritageof over a century

untouched by direct contact
with war. But is it realistic

any longer?

When we thinkof the pos-
sibilities of long-range sub-
marines and guided missiles

and atomicwarheads in relation

to the targetthatwillbe offered

by Kwinana,our cherished

illusions vanish like wisps

of clouddrivenby ocean
galesover the DarlingRange.


